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Archaeology seems to have become an active partner in the attempt to prove the
historical truth of the Bible. Biblical archaeologists have gone to the field in
search of Noah's ark or the walls of Jericho, as if the finding of these artifacts
would make the events of scripture somehow more true or real.

Thomas Thompson is one of the most vocal contemporary critics of biblical
archaeology. His simple but powerful thesis is that archaeology cannot be used in
the service of the Bible. Focusing on the patriarchal narratives-the stories of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob-he demonstrates that archaeological research simply
cannot historically substantiate these stories.

Going further, Thompson says that archaeological materials should never be
dated or evaluated on the basis of written texts. Looking to the patriarchal
narratives in Genesis, he concludes that these stories are neither historical nor
were they intended to be historical. Instead, these narratives are written as
expressions of Israel's relationship to God.

Thomas L. Thompson is Professor of Old Testament, University of Copenhagen.
His books include The Mythic Past and The Early History of the Israelite People.

 Download The Historicity of the Patriarchal Narratives: The ...pdf

 Read Online The Historicity of the Patriarchal Narratives: T ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1563383896
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1563383896
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1563383896
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1563383896
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1563383896
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1563383896
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1563383896
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1563383896
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1563383896
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1563383896
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1563383896


The Historicity of the Patriarchal Narratives: The Quest for
the Historical Abraham

By Thomas L. Thompson

The Historicity of the Patriarchal Narratives: The Quest for the Historical Abraham By Thomas L.
Thompson

Archaeology seems to have become an active partner in the attempt to prove the historical truth of the Bible.
Biblical archaeologists have gone to the field in search of Noah's ark or the walls of Jericho, as if the finding
of these artifacts would make the events of scripture somehow more true or real.

Thomas Thompson is one of the most vocal contemporary critics of biblical archaeology. His simple but
powerful thesis is that archaeology cannot be used in the service of the Bible. Focusing on the patriarchal
narratives-the stories of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob-he demonstrates that archaeological research simply
cannot historically substantiate these stories.

Going further, Thompson says that archaeological materials should never be dated or evaluated on the basis
of written texts. Looking to the patriarchal narratives in Genesis, he concludes that these stories are neither
historical nor were they intended to be historical. Instead, these narratives are written as expressions of
Israel's relationship to God.

Thomas L. Thompson is Professor of Old Testament, University of Copenhagen.
His books include The Mythic Past and The Early History of the Israelite People.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This book is now a classic and belongs in the library of all serious biblical scholars. In the context of the
recent battles in biblical archaeology it is worth a new reading, especially by those of the new generation,
which only knows the work by reputation and may be surprised by how cautious and reserved it now seems.
It is a work that changed the course of historical research on the subject of ancient Israel, and for this reason
its author deserves a special place of honor in the history of the discipline of biblical studies."—John Van
Seeters, Review of Biblical Literature, March 2003. (John Van Seeters)

"This book is now a classic and belongs in the library of all serious biblical scholars. In the context of the
recent battles in biblical archaeology it is worth a new reading, especially by those of the new generation,
which only knows the work by reputation and may be surprised by how cautious and reserved it now seems.
It is a work that changed the course of historical research on the subject of ancient Israel, and for this reason
its author deserves a special place of honor in the history of the discipline of biblical studies."—John Van
Seeters, Review of Biblical Literature, March 2003. (Sanford Lakoff)

About the Author
Thomas L. Thompson is Professor of Old Testament at the University of Copenhagen.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Annette Carroll:

The book The Historicity of the Patriarchal Narratives: The Quest for the Historical Abraham can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a
book The Historicity of the Patriarchal Narratives: The Quest for the Historical Abraham? Several of you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are
able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Historicity of the Patriarchal Narratives: The
Quest for the Historical Abraham has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Sylvia Langley:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is known
to us that book is very important for all of us. The book The Historicity of the Patriarchal Narratives: The
Quest for the Historical Abraham has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you
can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book The Historicity of the
Patriarchal Narratives: The Quest for the Historical Abraham is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend
time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book The Historicity of the Patriarchal
Narratives: The Quest for the Historical Abraham. You never truly feel lose out for everything should you



read some books.

Judy Brewer:

This The Historicity of the Patriarchal Narratives: The Quest for the Historical Abraham book is simply not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Historicity of the Patriarchal Narratives: The Quest
for the Historical Abraham without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Historicity of the Patriarchal Narratives: The Quest for
the Historical Abraham can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Historicity of the
Patriarchal Narratives: The Quest for the Historical Abraham having very good arrangement in word as well
as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Katie Jones:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make summary
for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their pastime. They
just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Historicity of the Patriarchal Narratives: The Quest for the Historical Abraham can
make you sense more interested to read.
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