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Diplomatic relations between the United States and Libya have rarely followed a
smooth path. Washington has repeatedly tried and failed to mediate lasting
solutions, to prevent recurrent crises, and to secure its own national interests in a
region of increasing importance to the United States. Libya and the United States,
Two Centuries of Strife provides a unique and up-to-date analysis of U.S.-Libyan
relations, assessing within the framework of conventional historical narrative the
interaction of the governments and peoples of Libya and the United States over
the past two centuries.

Drawing on a wide range of new and unfamiliar material, Ronald Bruce St John,
an expert with over thirty years of experience in international relations, charts the
instances of ignorance, misunderstanding, treachery, and suffering on both sides
that have shaped and limited commercial and diplomatic intercourse.

St John argues that Cold War strategies resulted in a paradoxical and ambiguous
U.S. policy toward Libya during the Idris regime of the 1960s, strategies that
contributed to the bankruptcy of that monarchy. Following the Libyan revolution,
the U.S. wrongly believed Qaddafi would become an ally in support of U.S.
policy to keep Soviet influence and communism out of the region; his failure to
do so marked the beginning of an era of political tension and mutual distrust.

Libya and the United States, Two Centuries of Strife documents how long-
standing policy differences over the Palestinian issue and such terrorist acts as
the destruction of the U.S. embassy in Tripoli and the Pan Am explosion over
Lockerbie in 1988 resulted in a sharp deterioration of relations. St John contends
that the ensuing demonization of Libya and the U.S. policy of confrontation,
which has spanned successive administrations in Washington, have ironically
often not served American interests in the region but, rather, have facilitated
Qaddafi's survival.
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Diplomatic relations between the United States and Libya have rarely followed a smooth path. Washington
has repeatedly tried and failed to mediate lasting solutions, to prevent recurrent crises, and to secure its own
national interests in a region of increasing importance to the United States. Libya and the United States, Two
Centuries of Strife provides a unique and up-to-date analysis of U.S.-Libyan relations, assessing within the
framework of conventional historical narrative the interaction of the governments and peoples of Libya and
the United States over the past two centuries.

Drawing on a wide range of new and unfamiliar material, Ronald Bruce St John, an expert with over thirty
years of experience in international relations, charts the instances of ignorance, misunderstanding, treachery,
and suffering on both sides that have shaped and limited commercial and diplomatic intercourse.

St John argues that Cold War strategies resulted in a paradoxical and ambiguous U.S. policy toward Libya
during the Idris regime of the 1960s, strategies that contributed to the bankruptcy of that monarchy.
Following the Libyan revolution, the U.S. wrongly believed Qaddafi would become an ally in support of
U.S. policy to keep Soviet influence and communism out of the region; his failure to do so marked the
beginning of an era of political tension and mutual distrust.

Libya and the United States, Two Centuries of Strife documents how long-standing policy differences over
the Palestinian issue and such terrorist acts as the destruction of the U.S. embassy in Tripoli and the Pan Am
explosion over Lockerbie in 1988 resulted in a sharp deterioration of relations. St John contends that the
ensuing demonization of Libya and the U.S. policy of confrontation, which has spanned successive
administrations in Washington, have ironically often not served American interests in the region but, rather,
have facilitated Qaddafi's survival.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is a wonderfully measured, insightful, comprehensive treatment of the subject that will, in my
estimation, become a standard not only for the academic community but also for the policy and intelligence
community."—Dirk Vandewalle, Dartmouth College

"Balanced, very informational. . . . Highly recommended."—Choice

"Ronald Bruce St John provides a comprehensive, meticulously researched history of US-Libyan relations of
the last 200 years. His book succeeds well in describing the sources of tension, conflicting interests, and
misperceptions that have determined the course of interaction between the two countries."—Journal of North
American Studies

About the Author
Ronald Bruce St John, the author of more than three dozen books and articles on Libya, including the
Historical Dictionary of Libya and Qaddafi's World Design: Libyan Foreign Policy, 1969-1987, serves on
the International Advisory Board of the Journal of Libyan Studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edgar Foley:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply
because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Libya and the United States,
Two Centuries of Strife to read.

Clarence Danner:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are



ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Libya and the United States, Two Centuries of
Strife, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type
is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading
friends.

Jerry Melgar:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Libya and the United States, Two Centuries of
Strife can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than
the others?

Kaye Reynolds:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as
of book Libya and the United States, Two Centuries of Strife. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It
is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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