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James Baldwin’s groundbreaking novel about love and the fear of love is set
among the bohemian bars and nightclubs of 1950s Paris.

David is a young American expatriate who has just proposed marriage to his
girlfriend, Hella. While she is away on a trip, David meets a bartender named
Giovanni to whom he is drawn in spite of himself. Soon the two are spending the
night in Giovanni’s curtainless room, which he keeps dark to protect their
privacy. But Hella’s return to Paris brings the affair to a crisis, one that rapidly
spirals into tragedy. Caught between his repressed desires and conventional
morality, David struggles for self-knowledge during one long, dark night—“the
night which is leading me to the most terrible morning of my life.” With sharp,
probing insight, Giovanni's Room tells an impassioned, deeply moving story that
lays bare the unspoken complexities of the human heart. 

Introduction by Colm Tóibín
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Editorial Review

Review

“If Van Gogh was our nineteenth-century artist-saint, James Baldwin is our twentieth-century one.”
—Michael Ondaatje

“Baldwin writes . . . with unusual candor and yet with such dignity and intensity.” —THE NEW YORK
TIMES

“Absorbing . . . [with] immediate emotional impact.” —THE WASHINGTON POST

“Violent, excruciating beauty.” —SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE
 
“Exciting . . . A book that belongs in the top rank of fiction.” —THE ATLANTIC
 
“Baldwin, in this novel, made clear that he could work wonders with the light and shade of intimacy . . . The
tone continues to shift back and forth from pure eloquence to soaring sequences to simple description . . . But
he can follow this soon with passages that are pure Baldwin, that have a gorgeous, fearless sound, tempered
by dark knowledge and pain, that make clear that Baldwin was ready to become the greatest American prose
stylist of his generation.”
—from the new Introduction by Colm Tóibín

From the Inside Flap
Set in the 1950s Paris of American expatriates, liaisons, and violence, a young man finds himself caught
between desire and conventional morality. With a sharp, probing imagination, James Baldwin's now-classic
narrative delves into the mystery of loving and creates a moving, highly controversial story of death and
passion that reveals the unspoken complexities of the human heart.

From the Back Cover
"If Van Gogh was our 19th-century artist-saint, James Baldwin is our 20th-century one."
--Michael Ondaatje

"A young American involved with both a woman and a man...Baldwin writes of these matters with unusual
candor and yet with such dignity and intensity."
--The New York Times

"Absorbing...[with] immediate emotional impact."
--The Washington Post

"Mr. Baldwin has taken a very special theme and treated it with great artistry and restraint."
--Saturday Review



"Exciting...a book that belongs in the top rank of fiction."
--The Atlantic

"Violent, excruciating beauty."
--San Francisco Chronicle

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ila Robinette:

The book Giovanni's Room (Everyman's Library (Cloth)) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Giovanni's Room (Everyman's Library
(Cloth))? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many info
for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you
take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Giovanni's Room
(Everyman's Library (Cloth)) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Shawn Proctor:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Giovanni's Room (Everyman's Library (Cloth))
ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It
is rather advantages for you. The guide Giovanni's Room (Everyman's Library (Cloth)) is not only giving
you more new information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own
spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book Giovanni's Room (Everyman's
Library (Cloth)). You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Herman Pendergrass:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. For
you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Giovanni's Room (Everyman's
Library (Cloth)) book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Della Ferguson:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just telling
lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Giovanni's Room (Everyman's Library (Cloth))
can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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