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The first Christians to encounter Islam were not Latin-speakers from the western
Mediterranean or Greek-speakers from Constantinople but Mesopotamian
Christians who spoke the Aramaic dialect of Syriac. Under Muslim rule from the
seventh century onward, Syriac Christians wrote the most extensive descriptions
extant of early Islam. Seldom translated and often omitted from modern historical
reconstructions, this vast body of texts reveals a complicated and evolving range
of religious and cultural exchanges that took place from the seventh to the ninth
century.

The first book-length analysis of these earliest encounters, Envisioning Islam
highlights the ways these neglected texts challenge the modern scholarly
narrative of early Muslim conquests, rulers, and religious practice. Examining
Syriac sources including letters, theological tracts, scientific treatises, and
histories, Michael Philip Penn reveals a culture of substantial interreligious
interaction in which the categorical boundaries between Christianity and Islam
were more ambiguous than distinct. The diversity of ancient Syriac images of
Islam, he demonstrates, revolutionizes our understanding of the early Islamic
world and challenges widespread cultural assumptions about the history of
exclusively hostile Christian-Muslim relations.
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The first Christians to encounter Islam were not Latin-speakers from the western Mediterranean or Greek-
speakers from Constantinople but Mesopotamian Christians who spoke the Aramaic dialect of Syriac. Under
Muslim rule from the seventh century onward, Syriac Christians wrote the most extensive descriptions extant
of early Islam. Seldom translated and often omitted from modern historical reconstructions, this vast body of
texts reveals a complicated and evolving range of religious and cultural exchanges that took place from the
seventh to the ninth century.

The first book-length analysis of these earliest encounters, Envisioning Islam highlights the ways these
neglected texts challenge the modern scholarly narrative of early Muslim conquests, rulers, and religious
practice. Examining Syriac sources including letters, theological tracts, scientific treatises, and histories,
Michael Philip Penn reveals a culture of substantial interreligious interaction in which the categorical
boundaries between Christianity and Islam were more ambiguous than distinct. The diversity of ancient
Syriac images of Islam, he demonstrates, revolutionizes our understanding of the early Islamic world and
challenges widespread cultural assumptions about the history of exclusively hostile Christian-Muslim
relations.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Penn's book is a mighty achievement. In Envisioning Islam, scholars at last have a one-stop survey of some
of the richest but most poorly understood Syriac sources for the early Islamic period, paired with clear-
headed analysis and sober conclusions. . . . Penn's book succeeds in defamiliarizing the early history of
Muslim-Christian relations and will undoubtedly set the stage for future research on the topic."—Medieval
Review

"A sophisticated and well-conceived study of the evolving depictions of Muslims in Syriac texts that will
shed new light on the socially complicated history of early Islam."—Sydney H. Griffith, The Catholic
University of America

About the Author
Michael Philip Penn is Professor of Religious Studies at Stanford University. He is author of Kissing
Christians: Ritual and Community in the Late Ancient Church, also available from the University of
Pennsylvania Press, and editor of When Christians First Met Muslims: A Sourcebook of the Earliest Syriac
Writings on Islam.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charlotte Hawley:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster.
And you have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to
answer that question simply because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Envisioning
Islam: Syriac Christians and the Early Muslim World (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) to
read.

Molly Wilson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When



you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Envisioning Islam: Syriac Christians and the Early Muslim World (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient
Religion), you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a e-book.

Beverly McClendon:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a e-book. The book Envisioning Islam: Syriac Christians and the Early Muslim World
(Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space
to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Harry Thomas:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Envisioning Islam: Syriac Christians and the Early Muslim World (Divinations:
Rereading Late Ancient Religion) this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this
world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that
writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this
book. That is why this book ideal all of you.
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