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In the Civil War era, Americans nearly unanimously accepted that humans
battled in a cosmic contest between good and evil and that God was directing
history toward its end. The concept of God's Providence and of millennialism --
Christian anticipations of the end of the world -- dominated religious thought in
the nineteenth century. During the tumultuous years immediately prior to, during,
and after the war, these ideas took on a greater importance as Americans
struggled with the unprecedented destruction and promise of the period.

Scholars of religion, literary critics, and especially historians have acknowledged
the presence of apocalyptic thought in the era, but until now, few studies have
taken the topic as their central focus or examined it from the antebellum period
through Reconstruction. By doing so, the essays in Apocalypse and the
Millennium in the American Civil War Era highlight the diverse ways in which
beliefs about the end times influenced nineteenth-century American lives,
including reform culture, the search for meaning amid the trials of war, and the
social transformation wrought by emancipation. Millennial zeal infused the labor
of reformers and explained their successes and failures as progress toward an
imminent Kingdom of God. Men and women in the North and South looked to
Providence to explain the causes and consequences of both victory and defeat,
and Americans, black and white, experienced the shock waves of emancipation
as either a long-prophesied jubilee or a vengeful punishment. Religion fostered
division as well as union, the essays suggest, but while the nation tore itself apart
and tentatively stitched itself back together, Americans continued looking to
divine intervention to make meaning of the national apocalypse.

Contributors:Edward J. BlumRyan CordellZachary W. DresserJennifer
GraberMatthew HarperCharles F. IronsJoseph MooreRobert K. NelsonScott
Nesbit Jason PhillipsNina Reid-MaroneyBen Wright
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In the Civil War era, Americans nearly unanimously accepted that humans battled in a cosmic contest
between good and evil and that God was directing history toward its end. The concept of God's Providence
and of millennialism -- Christian anticipations of the end of the world -- dominated religious thought in the
nineteenth century. During the tumultuous years immediately prior to, during, and after the war, these ideas
took on a greater importance as Americans struggled with the unprecedented destruction and promise of the
period.

Scholars of religion, literary critics, and especially historians have acknowledged the presence of apocalyptic
thought in the era, but until now, few studies have taken the topic as their central focus or examined it from
the antebellum period through Reconstruction. By doing so, the essays in Apocalypse and the Millennium in
the American Civil War Era highlight the diverse ways in which beliefs about the end times influenced
nineteenth-century American lives, including reform culture, the search for meaning amid the trials of war,
and the social transformation wrought by emancipation. Millennial zeal infused the labor of reformers and
explained their successes and failures as progress toward an imminent Kingdom of God. Men and women in
the North and South looked to Providence to explain the causes and consequences of both victory and defeat,
and Americans, black and white, experienced the shock waves of emancipation as either a long-prophesied
jubilee or a vengeful punishment. Religion fostered division as well as union, the essays suggest, but while
the nation tore itself apart and tentatively stitched itself back together, Americans continued looking to
divine intervention to make meaning of the national apocalypse.

Contributors:Edward J. BlumRyan CordellZachary W. DresserJennifer GraberMatthew HarperCharles F.
IronsJoseph MooreRobert K. NelsonScott Nesbit Jason PhillipsNina Reid-MaroneyBen Wright
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Ben Wright is a doctoral candidate in history at Rice University.

Zachary W. Dresser is visiting assistant professor in the department of religion and culture at Virginia Tech.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Antonia Wagner:

Here thing why this specific Apocalypse and the Millennium in the American Civil War Era (Conflicting
Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. Apocalypse and the Millennium in the American Civil War Era (Conflicting Worlds:
New Dimensions of the American Civil War) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can
find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Apocalypse and the Millennium in the
American Civil War Era (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War). It gives you
thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly
can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique
home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Apocalypse
and the Millennium in the American Civil War Era (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American
Civil War) in e-book can be your substitute.

Logan Merritt:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Apocalypse and the Millennium in the American Civil War Era (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the
American Civil War) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve
then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The
Apocalypse and the Millennium in the American Civil War Era (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the
American Civil War) giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving
you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here
is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?



Donald White:

Beside this Apocalypse and the Millennium in the American Civil War Era (Conflicting Worlds: New
Dimensions of the American Civil War) in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't
end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Apocalypse and the Millennium in the American Civil War Era (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the
American Civil War) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you
rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from now!

Zoe Harris:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Apocalypse and the
Millennium in the American Civil War Era (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil
War).
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