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Once America's "arsenal of democracy," Detroit is now the symbol of the
American urban crisis. In this reappraisal of America’s racial and economic
inequalities, Thomas Sugrue asks why Detroit and other industrial cities have
become the sites of persistent racialized poverty. He challenges the conventional
wisdom that urban decline is the product of the social programs and racial
fissures of the 1960s. Weaving together the history of workplaces, unions, civil
rights groups, political organizations, and real estate agencies, Sugrue finds the
roots of today’s urban poverty in a hidden history of racial violence,
discrimination, and deindustrialization that reshaped the American urban
landscape after World War II.

This Princeton Classics edition includes a new preface by Sugrue, discussing the
lasting impact of the postwar transformation on urban America and the chronic
issues leading to Detroit’s bankruptcy.
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Once America's "arsenal of democracy," Detroit is now the symbol of the American urban crisis. In this
reappraisal of America’s racial and economic inequalities, Thomas Sugrue asks why Detroit and other
industrial cities have become the sites of persistent racialized poverty. He challenges the conventional
wisdom that urban decline is the product of the social programs and racial fissures of the 1960s. Weaving
together the history of workplaces, unions, civil rights groups, political organizations, and real estate
agencies, Sugrue finds the roots of today’s urban poverty in a hidden history of racial violence,
discrimination, and deindustrialization that reshaped the American urban landscape after World War II.

This Princeton Classics edition includes a new preface by Sugrue, discussing the lasting impact of the
postwar transformation on urban America and the chronic issues leading to Detroit’s bankruptcy.
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Editorial Review

Review

Winner of the 1998 Bancroft Prize in American History

Winner of the 1997 Philip Taft Prize in Labor History

Winner of the 1996 President's Book Award, Social Science History Association

Winner of the 1997 Best Book in North American Urban History Award, Urban History Association

One of Choice's Outstanding AcademicTitles for 1997

"In this important new history of post-World War II Detroit, Sugrue solidly refutes conservative theories
about welfare dependency and deepens liberal thinking about the underlying causes of urban poverty."--Jim
McNeil, In These Times

"[A] first-rate account. . . . With insight and elegance, Sugrue describes the street-by-street warfare to
maintain housing values against the perceived encroachment of blacks trying desperately to escape the
underbuilt and overcrowded slums."--Choice

"Perhaps by offering a clearer picture of how the urban crisis began, Sugrue brings us a little closer to
finding a way to end it."--Jim McNeill, In These Times

From the Back Cover

"This superb study offers a richly detailed account of the rise and fall of twentieth-century Detroit.... Must
reading for ... everyone concerned about the current urban crisis."--Jacqueline Jones, author of The
Dispossessed: America's Underclass from the Civil War to the Present

"Sugrue's incredibly rich, nuanced, multilayered account of the transformation of Detroit provides the



historical perspective missing in virtually all accounts of the crisis ravaging today's inner cities."--Robin D.
G. Kelley, author of Race Rebels: Culture, Politics, and the Black Working Class

About the Author
Thomas J. Sugrue is Associate Professor of History at the University of Pennsylvania.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gladys James:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book called The Origins of the Urban Crisis:
Race and Inequality in Postwar Detroit (Princeton Classics)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Andre Todd:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Origins of the Urban Crisis:
Race and Inequality in Postwar Detroit (Princeton Classics) book as this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Amy Quist:

The event that you get from The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in Postwar Detroit
(Princeton Classics) could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the
more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Origins of
the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in Postwar Detroit (Princeton Classics) giving you excitement feeling
of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who
read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular The Origins of the Urban
Crisis: Race and Inequality in Postwar Detroit (Princeton Classics) instantly.



James Wood:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and
Inequality in Postwar Detroit (Princeton Classics) was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in Postwar Detroit (Princeton Classics)
has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored,
any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading that will.
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