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For those who must write to get their work done businessmen and women,
students, teachers and librarians; civil servants who have to compose regulations,
letters on government business, even signs for public buildings, airports and
highways; anyone, in fact, who must be able to put sentences together to make
clear a set of facts, requirements or proposals to these busy people, The Complete
Plain Words is a necessary companion. It is a proven, trustworthy guide to
achieving an accessible style, to say what needs to be said clearly, succinctly, and
correctly in whatever they must write day in and day out. When such guides
work well, and Gowers is one that works (and reads) very well, they acquire a
force and authority that keep the language clear, flexible and responsive to the
constant pressure of the workaday world. The core of the book-nine chapters that
cover the issues in the choice and handling of words will energize anyone with a
writing job to do. The celebrated eighty page alphabetical glossary A checklist:
words and phrases to be used with care will save many a writer from committing
embarrassing blunders by writing something unintended, misleading or
downright foolish.

In 1948 Gowers, a senior British civil servant, was asked by the Treasury to write
a book that would improve the written work of government workers in every
department. The idea was to combat officialese, that bloated argot of officials
that buries meaning more that uncovers it. By 1951 Gowers had two short books,
here combined in one, and revised in 1986 by Sidney Greenbaum, Director of the
Survey of English Usage and Quain Professor of English at University College,
London, and Janet Whitcut, former Senior Research Editor of the Longman
Dictionary and Reference Book Unit. The introduction is by Joseph Epstein,
Editor of The American Scholar.
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For those who must write to get their work done businessmen and women, students, teachers and librarians;
civil servants who have to compose regulations, letters on government business, even signs for public
buildings, airports and highways; anyone, in fact, who must be able to put sentences together to make clear a
set of facts, requirements or proposals to these busy people, The Complete Plain Words is a necessary
companion. It is a proven, trustworthy guide to achieving an accessible style, to say what needs to be said
clearly, succinctly, and correctly in whatever they must write day in and day out. When such guides work
well, and Gowers is one that works (and reads) very well, they acquire a force and authority that keep the
language clear, flexible and responsive to the constant pressure of the workaday world. The core of the
book-nine chapters that cover the issues in the choice and handling of words will energize anyone with a
writing job to do. The celebrated eighty page alphabetical glossary A checklist: words and phrases to be used
with care will save many a writer from committing embarrassing blunders by writing something unintended,
misleading or downright foolish.

In 1948 Gowers, a senior British civil servant, was asked by the Treasury to write a book that would improve
the written work of government workers in every department. The idea was to combat officialese, that
bloated argot of officials that buries meaning more that uncovers it. By 1951 Gowers had two short books,
here combined in one, and revised in 1986 by Sidney Greenbaum, Director of the Survey of English Usage
and Quain Professor of English at University College, London, and Janet Whitcut, former Senior Research
Editor of the Longman Dictionary and Reference Book Unit. The introduction is by Joseph Epstein, Editor of
The American Scholar.
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Editorial Review

Review
The writer who wants to present his ideas clearly and with force by eschewing jargon and sticking to plain
words should first read Gowers... --Jacques Barzun and Henry F. Graff, The Modern Researcher

About the Author
Sir Ernest Gowers was born in 1880 and served in a number of illustrious occupations. He advised numerous
commissions and committees on a wide variety of subjects from work conditions to the preservation of
historic houses. Sidney Greenbaum was a Director of the Survey of English Usage and was the author of
many books on grammar and linguistics. Janet Whitcut has worked on a number of prestgious dictionaries
and is now a freelance writer with a special interest in langauge.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Wood:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled The Complete Plain Words?
Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's
book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Jeffrey Richard:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
wide range of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare
time, the particular book you have read is usually The Complete Plain Words.

William Prentice:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Complete Plain Words your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then
become one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The The
Complete Plain Words giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving
you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do
you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?



Daniel Hanson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra The
Complete Plain Words.
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