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Praying mantids have fascinated people for thousands of years. In their Book of
the Dead, ancient Egyptians honored the mantis as a minor deity, the "Bird-Fly,"
whose function was to conduct the souls of the dead to the netherworld. The
Chinese bred mantids for fighting and celebrated their ferocity and foolhardy
courage (they sometimes attack prey larger than themselves) in songs and poems.
Today, mantids continue to seize the imaginations of serious researchers and
backyard naturalists with their dramatic method of capturing prey, their bizarre
"sexual cannibalism," and their appeal as "beneficial" insects.

The Praying Mantids represents the current state of knowledge on these
remarkable insects, bringing together all that is currently understood about their
ecology, taxonomy, reproduction, sensory systems, motor behavior, and defense
strategies. The chapters reflect the strong personal stamp and intellectual
commitment of the contributors, who have all done pioneering work in mantid
research. Many of the selections present ground-breaking data on topics not
previously explored. The text is enhanced by numerous illustrations, including a
gallery of color images, and a final section of the book covers information
available nowhere else on rearing and breeding techniques. The foreword is
written by Professor John Alcock, a leader in the field of animal behavior.

Generously illustrated and admirably comprehensive, The Praying Mantids is an
invaluable resource for researchers, students, and teachers in the life sciences, as
well as a fascinating book for hobbyists and anyone interested in animal behavior
and natural history.

Chapters: • The Predatory Behavior of Mantids: Historical Attitudes and
Contemporary Questions • Morphology and Taxonomy • Ecology of Praying
Mantids • The Ecology and Foraging Strategy of Tenodera angustipennis •
Mating Behavior • Hearing • Binocular Vision and Distance Estimation • Prey
Recognition • Flight and Wing Kinematics • Prey Capture • The Hierarchical
Organization of Mantid Behavior • Ontogeny of Defensive Behaviors • Ethology
of Defense against Predators • Rearing Techniques, Developmental Time, and
Life Span Data for Lab-Reared Sphodromantis lineola • Comparative Aspects of
Rearing and Breeding Mantids • Mantids in Ecological Research • Histological
Techniques for Mantid Research
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Praying mantids have fascinated people for thousands of years. In their Book of the Dead, ancient Egyptians
honored the mantis as a minor deity, the "Bird-Fly," whose function was to conduct the souls of the dead to
the netherworld. The Chinese bred mantids for fighting and celebrated their ferocity and foolhardy courage
(they sometimes attack prey larger than themselves) in songs and poems. Today, mantids continue to seize
the imaginations of serious researchers and backyard naturalists with their dramatic method of capturing
prey, their bizarre "sexual cannibalism," and their appeal as "beneficial" insects.

The Praying Mantids represents the current state of knowledge on these remarkable insects, bringing
together all that is currently understood about their ecology, taxonomy, reproduction, sensory systems, motor
behavior, and defense strategies. The chapters reflect the strong personal stamp and intellectual commitment
of the contributors, who have all done pioneering work in mantid research. Many of the selections present
ground-breaking data on topics not previously explored. The text is enhanced by numerous illustrations,
including a gallery of color images, and a final section of the book covers information available nowhere else
on rearing and breeding techniques. The foreword is written by Professor John Alcock, a leader in the field
of animal behavior.

Generously illustrated and admirably comprehensive, The Praying Mantids is an invaluable resource for
researchers, students, and teachers in the life sciences, as well as a fascinating book for hobbyists and anyone
interested in animal behavior and natural history.

Chapters: • The Predatory Behavior of Mantids: Historical Attitudes and Contemporary Questions •
Morphology and Taxonomy • Ecology of Praying Mantids • The Ecology and Foraging Strategy of Tenodera
angustipennis • Mating Behavior • Hearing • Binocular Vision and Distance Estimation • Prey Recognition •
Flight and Wing Kinematics • Prey Capture • The Hierarchical Organization of Mantid Behavior • Ontogeny
of Defensive Behaviors • Ethology of Defense against Predators • Rearing Techniques, Developmental Time,
and Life Span Data for Lab-Reared Sphodromantis lineola • Comparative Aspects of Rearing and Breeding
Mantids • Mantids in Ecological Research • Histological Techniques for Mantid Research
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Bullen:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book The Praying Mantids. You can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book
The Praying Mantids. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we can open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when
you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Percy Cole:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication The Praying Mantids will make you to end up
being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think
that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Jorge Wilson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
definitely The Praying Mantids.

Brittany Gonzalez:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book The Praying Mantids was filled in relation to science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In



the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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