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Hunting and its imagery continued to play a significant role in archaic and
classical Greece long after hunting had ceased being a necessity for survival in
everyday life. Drawing on vase paintings, sculpture, inscriptions, and other
literary evidence, Judith Barringer reexamines the theme of the hunt and shows
how the tradition it depicts helped maintain the dominance of the ruling social
groups.

Along with athletics and battle, hunting was a defining activity of the masculine
aristocracy and was crucial to the efforts of the Athenian elite to control the
social agenda, even as their political power declined. The Hunt in Ancient Greece
examines descriptions of hunting in initiation rituals as well as the ideals of
masculinity and adulthood such rites of passage promoted. Barringer argues that
depictions of the hunt in literature and art also served as striking metaphors for
the intricacies of courtship, shedding light on sexuality and gender roles.
Through an exploration of various representations of the hunt, Barringer provides
extraordinary insight into Athenian society.
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Hunting and its imagery continued to play a significant role in archaic and classical Greece long after
hunting had ceased being a necessity for survival in everyday life. Drawing on vase paintings, sculpture,
inscriptions, and other literary evidence, Judith Barringer reexamines the theme of the hunt and shows how
the tradition it depicts helped maintain the dominance of the ruling social groups.

Along with athletics and battle, hunting was a defining activity of the masculine aristocracy and was crucial
to the efforts of the Athenian elite to control the social agenda, even as their political power declined. The
Hunt in Ancient Greece examines descriptions of hunting in initiation rituals as well as the ideals of
masculinity and adulthood such rites of passage promoted. Barringer argues that depictions of the hunt in
literature and art also served as striking metaphors for the intricacies of courtship, shedding light on sexuality
and gender roles. Through an exploration of various representations of the hunt, Barringer provides
extraordinary insight into Athenian society.
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Editorial Review

Review

Judith M. Barringer's book is an important one, precise, full of interesting details, mature, controversial in a
positive way, highly recommendable... [It] marks an étape in the study of Greek imaginary. The extensive
use of iconography is masterful.

(Charles Delattre Bryn Mawr Classical Review)

This book is well written and skillfully and persuasively argued. It assembles a wealth of literary and artistic
sources for hunting and performs an invaluable service in asking us to look and, more importantly, showing
us how to look at the social ideology behind artistic and literary imagery.

(Mary Ann Eaverly American Historical Review)

Judith Barringer's study of the hunt in Greek art is an exemplary work that sheds new light on the social
dimension of the art and some of its themes.

(Mark Stansbury-O'Donnell CAA.Reviews)

The Hunt in Ancient Greece is a mature, well-argued, and well-documented study of the theme of the hunt in
archaic and classical Greece, making excellent use of both literary and pictorial sources. The materials
collected are exhaustive, and Barringer describes and interprets them with exemplary clarity and caution.
This is an excellent contribution: learned, intelligent, informative.

(David Konstan, Brown University)

In this lucid and intelligent study, Barringer skillfully analyzes the imagery of Greek hunting and pursues its
connections with warfare, sex, and death. A fine example of the art historian's craft.

(Andrew Stewart, University of California, Berkeley)

From the Publisher
"The Hunt in Ancient Greece is a mature, well-argued, and well-documented study of the theme of the hunt
in archaic and classical Greece, making excellent use of both literary and pictorial sources. The materials
collected are exhaustive, and Barringer describes and interprets them with exemplary clarity and caution.
This is an excellent contribution: learned, intelligent, informative."—David Konstan, Brown University

"In this lucid and intelligent study, Barringer skillfully analyses the imagery of Greek hunting and pursues its
connections with warfare, sex, and death. A fine example of the art historian's craft."—Andrew Stewart,
University of California, Berkeley

About the Author



Judith M. Barringer is Professor of Greek Art and Archaeology at the University of Edinburgh.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carole Clark:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining
a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Hunt in Ancient
Greece book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Frances Hayes:

The reserve untitled The Hunt in Ancient Greece is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see
the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the
book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of
The Hunt in Ancient Greece from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Jacob Hill:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is The Hunt in Ancient Greece this book consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary
styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he
makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Ronny Baird:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It
is known as of book The Hunt in Ancient Greece. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing
the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you
must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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