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This book tells the story of how intellectuals in the English-speaking Caribbean
first created a distinctly Caribbean and national literature. As traditionally told,
this story begins in the 1950s with the arrival and triumph of V.S. Naipaul,
George Lamming, and their peers in the London literary scene. However, Afro-
Caribbeans were writing literature already in the 1840s as part of larger
movements for political rights, economic opportunity, and social status.
Rosenberg offers a history of this first one hundred years of anglophone
Caribbean literature and a critique of Caribbean literary studies that explains its
neglect. A historically contextualized study of both canonical and noncanonical
writers, this book makes the case that the few well-known Caribbean writers
from this earlier period, Claude McKay, Jean Rhys, and C.L.R. James,
participated in a larger Caribbean literary movement that directly contributed to
the rise of nationalism in the region. This movement reveals the prominence of
Indian and other immigrant groups, of feminism, and of homosexuality in the
formation of national literatures.
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This book tells the story of how intellectuals in the English-speaking Caribbean first created a distinctly
Caribbean and national literature. As traditionally told, this story begins in the 1950s with the arrival and
triumph of V.S. Naipaul, George Lamming, and their peers in the London literary scene. However, Afro-
Caribbeans were writing literature already in the 1840s as part of larger movements for political rights,
economic opportunity, and social status. Rosenberg offers a history of this first one hundred years of
anglophone Caribbean literature and a critique of Caribbean literary studies that explains its neglect. A
historically contextualized study of both canonical and noncanonical writers, this book makes the case that
the few well-known Caribbean writers from this earlier period, Claude McKay, Jean Rhys, and C.L.R.
James, participated in a larger Caribbean literary movement that directly contributed to the rise of
nationalism in the region. This movement reveals the prominence of Indian and other immigrant groups, of
feminism, and of homosexuality in the formation of national literatures.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Ground-breaking because of its subject matter, Nationalism and the Formation of Caribbean Literature is
also remarkable because it opens into other original, if underexploited, vistas." - New West Indian
Guide"This is important literary history and criticism, bringing more fully to light work begun on 19th
century Trinidadian and Jamaican literature by Caribbean critics such as Rhonda Cobham,Selwyn Cudjoe
and Evelyn O'Callaghan. I am confident that this text will become a 'must read' for anyone interested in the
historical, ideological, and aesthetic origins of the literature of the English-speaking Caribbean." - Glyne
Griffith, University at Albany, State University of New York.

About the Author
LEAH READE ROSENBERG is Assistant Professor of English at the University of Florida, USA, where
she teaches Caribbean, Postcolonial, and Atlantic studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marilyn Daniels:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yes,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Nationalism
and the Formation of Caribbean Literature? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you
can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion
or you have additional opinion?

James Reveles:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one having
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Nationalism and the Formation of Caribbean Literature
is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Jim Weigel:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share



their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this
Nationalism and the Formation of Caribbean Literature.

Deloris Wagner:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that. A
single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Nationalism and the Formation of Caribbean
Literature, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.
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