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A heartracing thriller from the New York Times bestselling author
of NERVE, the book that launched the major motion picture!

Aislyn suffers from crippling shyness—that is, until she’s offered a dose of
Charisma, an underground gene therapy drug guaranteed to make her shine.  The
effects are instant.  She’s charming, vivacious, and popular.  But strangely, so are
some other kids she knows.  The media goes into a frenzy when the disease turns
contagious, and then deadly, and the doctor who gave it to them disappears.
Aislyn must find a way to stop it, before it's too late.
 
Part medical thriller, part social justice commentary, Charisma will have readers
on the edge of their seats.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 8 Up—Aislyn is cripplingly shy: she's very smart and could have won the state science fair with her
research on gene therapies, if only she'd been able to bring herself to talk to the judges about it. She'd love to
talk to people and advocate for gene therapies as a treatment for various illnesses, like her brother's cystic
fibrosis, but she freezes up and can't get words out. So when a researcher offers her a chance to overcome her
social anxieties with an experimental gene therapy, Aislyn jumps at the chance. Her new gregarious self isn't
afraid to talk to the boy she's been crushing on, or go to parties, or be a normal teenager. But some other
teens have been given the treatment, too, and have collapsed. Then the symptoms start appearing in people
who haven't had the therapy. Charisma may not be the answer Aislyn was hoping for. Not a far step from
Ned Vizzini's Be More Chill (Hyperion, 2004), this novel features more current, realistic medical
technology. The science is explained well enough for non-scientist readers to understand, and gives teens
much to think about regarding medical ethics and experimentation. Aislyn's relationship with her boyfriend
is chaste by necessity (so she doesn't spread the virus), but there are some mild suggestions of more mature
desires. An adequate choice for medium to larger collections.—Brandy Danner, Perkins School for the
Blind, Watertown, MA

Review
"...this fast-paced and edgy novel has enough thrills, romance, and family drama to please a wide audience.
This Robin Cook–like thriller zips along at breakneck speed to a satisfying conclusion."—Booklist

"Ryan (Nerve) offers a cautionary tale about the perils of designer genetics and what happens when
scientists' aspirations get ahead of ethics. Her take on the topic is fresh and intriguing."—Publishers Weekly

"Suspense balances with discussions of bioethics for a provocative and entertaining read. A sympathetic
protagonist combines with intriguing medical possibility for a solid thriller."—Kirkus Reviews

"Charisma by Jeanne Ryan is at its best when it gets technical. Considering Ryan has a PHD and has worked
with youth development programs and social workers, it’s obvious she knows what she talking
about."—Hypable

"Not a far step from Ned Vizzini’s Be More Chill...The science is explained well enough for non-scientist
readers to understand, and gives teens much to think about regarding medical ethics and
experimentation."—School Library Journal 

"The science is both sharp and accessible here, and readers will get a sense of the nuances and messiness of
genetic alterations while staying in Aislyn’s world."—BCCB

About the Author
Jeanne Ryan lives in the Pacific Northwest with her family. She dreams of the day scientists develop a DNA
alteration for flying. In the meantime, writing provides her wings.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Forest Nelson:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Charisma? Maybe it is
to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you
can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Eddie Horton:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to
fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should
read. If you want to test look for book, may be the book untitled Charisma can be very good book to read.
May be it can be best activity to you.

Jenni Roberts:

This Charisma is great publication for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you
who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it
information accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are
read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Charisma in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer
you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Brooke Callender:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Charisma this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of
this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles
that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes
this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.
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