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Black Garden is the definitive study of how Armenia and Azerbaijan, two
southern Soviet republics, got sucked into a conflict that helped bring them to
independence, bringing to an end the Soviet Union, and plaguing a region of
great strategic importance. It cuts between a careful reconstruction of the history
of Nagorny Karabakh conflict since 1988 and on-the-spot reporting on its
convoluted aftermath.

Part contemporary history, part travel book, part political analysis, the book is
based on six months traveling through the south Caucasus, more than 120
original interviews in the region, Moscow, and Washington, and unique primary
sources, such as Politburo archives.

The historical chapters trace how the conflict lay unresolved in the Soviet era;
how Armenian and Azerbaijani leaders exacerbated it; how the Politiburo failed
to cope with the crisis; how the war began and ended; how the international
community failed to sort out the conflict.

What emerges is a complex and subtle portrait of a beautiful and fascinating
region, blighted by historical prejudice and conflict.
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Black Garden is the definitive study of how Armenia and Azerbaijan, two southern Soviet republics, got
sucked into a conflict that helped bring them to independence, bringing to an end the Soviet Union, and
plaguing a region of great strategic importance. It cuts between a careful reconstruction of the history of
Nagorny Karabakh conflict since 1988 and on-the-spot reporting on its convoluted aftermath.

Part contemporary history, part travel book, part political analysis, the book is based on six months traveling
through the south Caucasus, more than 120 original interviews in the region, Moscow, and Washington, and
unique primary sources, such as Politburo archives.

The historical chapters trace how the conflict lay unresolved in the Soviet era; how Armenian and
Azerbaijani leaders exacerbated it; how the Politiburo failed to cope with the crisis; how the war began and
ended; how the international community failed to sort out the conflict.

What emerges is a complex and subtle portrait of a beautiful and fascinating region, blighted by historical
prejudice and conflict.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Never have all the twists and turns, sad carnage, and bullheadedness on all sides been better described-or,
indeed, better explained . . . Offers a deeper and more compelling account of the conflict than anyone
before.”

-Foreign Affairs

“This book is a major milestone in the Western scholarship on Karabakh.”

-Armenian Freedom Network

“This book is helpful because in order to craft a final resolution to the conflict, one must understand what
events transpired in the first place. De Waal's book significantly contributes to this purpose and establishes
itself as one of the standard works for understanding this conflict.”

-Parameters

“Brilliant.”

-Time

“Admirable, rigorous. De Waal [is] a wise and patient reporter.”

-The New York Review of Books

About the Author

Thomas de Waal has reported on Russia and the Caucasus since 1993 for the Moscow Times, The Times of
London, The Economist, and the BBC World Service. He is currently Senior Associate, Caucasus at the
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. His publications include, most recently, The Caucasus: An
Introduction.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Baker:

Here thing why this specific Black Garden: Armenia and Azerbaijan through Peace and War are different
and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content from it which



is the content is as tasty as food or not. Black Garden: Armenia and Azerbaijan through Peace and War
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book
that similar with Black Garden: Armenia and Azerbaijan through Peace and War. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps
can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by
train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Black Garden:
Armenia and Azerbaijan through Peace and War in e-book can be your alternate.

Rose Hilton:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can help
persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Black Garden: Armenia and Azerbaijan through
Peace and War book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Gordon Rollins:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Black Garden: Armenia and Azerbaijan through Peace and War your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get just before. The Black Garden: Armenia and Azerbaijan through Peace and War
giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your
better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going
to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Randy Jones:

This Black Garden: Armenia and Azerbaijan through Peace and War is fresh way for you who has
fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper
you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Black
Garden: Armenia and Azerbaijan through Peace and War can be the light food for you personally because
the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the
item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.
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