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"A welcome change from the sloganeering, political mudslinging and
products of spin doctors."?The Philadelphia Inquirer

Based on the NPR series of the same name, This I Believe features eighty
Americans?from the famous to the unknown?completing the thought that the
book's title begins. Each piece compels readers to rethink not only how they have
arrived at their own personal beliefs but also the extent to which they share them
with others.

Featuring many renowned contributors?including Isabel Allende, Colin Powell,
Gloria Steinem, William F. Buckley Jr., Penn Jillette, Bill Gates, and John
Updike?the collection also contains essays by a Brooklyn lawyer; a part-time
hospital clerk in Rehoboth, Massachusetts; a woman who sells yellow pages
advertising in Fort Worth, Texas; and a man who serves on Rhode Island's parole
board.

The result is a stirring and provocative trip inside the minds and hearts of a
diverse group of people whose beliefs?and the incredibly varied ways in which
they choose to express them?reveal the American spirit at its best.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. In the 1950s, the Edward R. Murrow–hosted radio program This I Believe prompted
Americans to briefly explain their most cherished beliefs, be they religious or purely pragmatic. Since the
program's 2005 renaissance as a weekly NPR segment, Allison (the host) and Gediman (the executive
producer) have collected some of the best essays from This I Believe then and now. "Your personal credo" is
what Allison calls it in the book's introduction, noting that today's program is distinguished from the 1950s
version in soliciting submissions from ordinary Americans from all walks of life. These make up some of the
book's most powerful and memorable moments, from the surgeon whose illiterate mother changed his early
life with faith and a library card to the English professor whose poetry helped him process a traumatic
childhood event. And in one of the book's most unusual essays, a Burmese immigrant confides that he
believes in feeding monkeys on his birthday because a Buddhist monk once prophesied that if he followed
this ritual, his family would prosper. There are luminaries here, too, including Gloria Steinem, Warren
Christopher, Helen Keller, Isabel Allende, Eleanor Roosevelt, John Updike and (most surprisingly,
considering the book's more liberal bent) Newt Gingrich. This feast of ruminations is a treat for any reader.
(Oct.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
National Public Radio listeners have been moved to tears by the personal essays that constitute the series
This I Believe. Created in 1951 with Edward Murrow as host, the sometimes funny, often profound, and
always compelling series has been revived, according to host Jay Allison, because, once again, "matters of
belief divide our country and the world." Oral historian Studs Terkel kicks things off, and 80 personal credos
follow. Essays from the original series are interleaved with contemporary essays (selected from more than
11,000 submissions) to create a resounding chorus. English professor Sara Adams avers that one should "be
cool to the pizza delivery dude." John McCain states, "I believe in honor, faith, and service." Iranian-born
writer Azar Nafisi writes, "I believe in empathy." Jackie Robinson said, "I believe in the goodness of a free
society." Rick Moody believes in "the absolute and unlimited liberty of reading." Appendixes offer
guidelines and resources because the urge to write such declarations is contagious, and schools and libraries
have been coordinating This I Believe programs, which we believe is a righteous endeavor. Donna Seaman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“To hold this range of beliefs in the palm of your hand is as fine, as grounding, as it was hearing them first
on the radio. Heartfelt, deeply cherished beliefs, doctrines for living (yet none of them doctrinaire). Ideas and
ideals that nourish. You can see it in their faces, in the photos in this book. And read it in their words. I'm so
proud that NPR helped carry this Edward R. Murrow tradition into a new century. And so glad to have it in
print, to encounter again and again.” ?Susan Stamberg, special correspondent, National Public Radio

“My father, Edward R. Murrow, said that "fresh ideas" from others helped him confront his own challenges.
This superb collection of thought-provoking This I Believe essays, both from the new program heard on NPR
and from the original 1950s series, provides fresh ideas for all of us!” ?Casey Murrow, Elementary education
publisher

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


“Reading this gives me a feeling about this country I rarely get: a very visceral sense of all the different
kinds of people who are living together here, with crazily different backgrounds and experiences and dreams.
Like a Norman Rockwell painting where all the people happen to be real people, and all the stories are true.
It makes me feel hopeful about America, reading this. Hopeful in a way that's in short supply lately.” ?Ira
Glass, Producer and Host of This American Life

“Now, as then, when Edward R. Murrow introduced the idea of This I Believe, this forward-thinking
compilation serves as a wonderful antidote to the cynicism of the age.” ?Daniel Schorr, Senior News Analyst,
NPR, and former colleague of Edward R. Murrow

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jonah Masten:

The book This I Believe: The Personal Philosophies of Remarkable Men and Women make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a
book This I Believe: The Personal Philosophies of Remarkable Men and Women for being your habit, you
can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number
of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a book This I Believe: The
Personal Philosophies of Remarkable Men and Women. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Ryan Daggett:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that
question due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular This I
Believe: The Personal Philosophies of Remarkable Men and Women to read.

Tonette Land:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take This I Believe: The Personal Philosophies of
Remarkable Men and Women as your daily resource information.



Gary Lewis:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject This I Believe:
The Personal Philosophies of Remarkable Men and Women suitable to you? The particular book was written
by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled This I Believe: The Personal Philosophies of
Remarkable Men and Womenis a single of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend
the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help
you see the represented of the world in this book.
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