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"What's for dinner?" has always been a complicated question. The locavore
movement has politicized food and challenged us to rethink the answer in new
and radical ways. These days, questions about where our food comes from have
moved beyond 100-mile-dieters into the mainstream. Celebrity chefs Jamie
Oliver and Alice Waters, alternative food gurus such as Michael Pollan, and
numerous other popular and academic commentators have all talked about the
importance of understanding the sources and transformation of food on a human
scale. In The Politics of the Pantry, Michael Mikulak interrogates these narratives
- what he calls "storied food" - in food culture. As with any story, however, it is
important to ask: who is telling it? Who is the audience? What assumptions are
being made? Mikulak examines competing narratives of food, pleasure,
sustainability, and value that have emerged from the growing sustainable food
movement as well as food's past and present relationship to environmentalism in
order to understand the potential and the limits of food politics. He also considers
whether or not sustainable food practices can address questions about health,
environmental sustainability, and local economic development, while at the same
time articulating an ethical globalization. An innovative blend of academic
analysis, poetic celebration, and autobiography, The Politics of the Pantry
provides anyone interested in the future of food and the emergence of a green
economy with a better understanding of how what we eat is transforming the
world.
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"What's for dinner?" has always been a complicated question. The locavore movement has politicized food
and challenged us to rethink the answer in new and radical ways. These days, questions about where our
food comes from have moved beyond 100-mile-dieters into the mainstream. Celebrity chefs Jamie Oliver
and Alice Waters, alternative food gurus such as Michael Pollan, and numerous other popular and academic
commentators have all talked about the importance of understanding the sources and transformation of food
on a human scale. In The Politics of the Pantry, Michael Mikulak interrogates these narratives - what he calls
"storied food" - in food culture. As with any story, however, it is important to ask: who is telling it? Who is
the audience? What assumptions are being made? Mikulak examines competing narratives of food, pleasure,
sustainability, and value that have emerged from the growing sustainable food movement as well as food's
past and present relationship to environmentalism in order to understand the potential and the limits of food
politics. He also considers whether or not sustainable food practices can address questions about health,
environmental sustainability, and local economic development, while at the same time articulating an ethical
globalization. An innovative blend of academic analysis, poetic celebration, and autobiography, The Politics
of the Pantry provides anyone interested in the future of food and the emergence of a green economy with a
better understanding of how what we eat is transforming the world.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The Politics of the Pantry is beautifully written, engaging, and full of interesting and insightful twists and
turns. I’d happily recommend this book to anyone grappling with the complicated questions of sustainability
as it applies to food, agriculture, and knowledge." Michael Carolan, Department of Sociology, Colorado
State University

"Mikulak's multifaceted theoretical approach eschews the either/or in favour of the “both,” giving us a richer
understanding of the environment and its relationship to food. This is a deeply intelligent, wonderfully
written book." Jo Littler, Centre for C

“Providing a useful synthesis of environmental and food studies readings, an engaging personal element
through his own foodshed memoir, and a rich bibliography, The Politics of the Pantry will engage social and
cultural theorists, food studies scholars, a

About the Author

Michael Mikulak is a postdoctoral fellow at Virginia Tech, adjunct faculty at McMaster and Wilfrid Laurier
universities, and an aspiring small-scale farmer and food activist in Hamilton, Ontario.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jesus Puga:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will need this The Politics of the Pantry: Stories, Food, and Social Change.

Justin Oliver:

The book The Politics of the Pantry: Stories, Food, and Social Change can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book The
Politics of the Pantry: Stories, Food, and Social Change? Several of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able
to share all of these. Book The Politics of the Pantry: Stories, Food, and Social Change has simple shape but



the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and
read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Judith Ellis:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Politics of the Pantry: Stories,
Food, and Social Change that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then
how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for
all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you could pick The Politics of the Pantry: Stories, Food, and Social Change become your starter.

Kenneth Lambert:

The book untitled The Politics of the Pantry: Stories, Food, and Social Change contain a lot of information
on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author will take you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.
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