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During the High Middle Ages, members of the Anglo-Norman clergy not only
routinely took wives but also often prepared their own sons for ecclesiastical
careers. As the Anglo-Norman Church began to impose clerical celibacy on the
priesthood, reform needed to be carefully negotiated, as it relied on the
acceptance of a new definition of masculinity for religious men, one not
dependent on conventional male roles in society. The Manly Priest tells the story
of the imposition of clerical celibacy in a specific time and place and the
resulting social tension and conflict.

No longer able to tie manliness to marriage and procreation, priests were
instructed to embrace virile chastity, to become manly celibates who continually
warred with the desires of the body. Reformers passed legislation to eradicate
clerical marriages and prevent clerical sons from inheriting their fathers'
benefices. In response, some married clerics authored tracts to uphold their
customs of marriage and defend the right of a priest's son to assume clerical
office. This resistance eventually waned, as clerical celibacy became the standard
for the priesthood.

By the thirteenth century, ecclesiastical reformers had further tightened the
standard of priestly masculinity by barring other typically masculine behaviors
and comportment: gambling, tavern-frequenting, scurrilous speech, and brawling.
Charting the progression of the new model of religious masculinity for the
priesthood, Jennifer Thibodeaux illustrates this radical alteration and concludes
not only that clerical celibacy was a hotly contested movement in high medieval
England and Normandy, but that this movement created a new model of
manliness for the medieval clergy.
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During the High Middle Ages, members of the Anglo-Norman clergy not only routinely took wives but also
often prepared their own sons for ecclesiastical careers. As the Anglo-Norman Church began to impose
clerical celibacy on the priesthood, reform needed to be carefully negotiated, as it relied on the acceptance of
a new definition of masculinity for religious men, one not dependent on conventional male roles in society.
The Manly Priest tells the story of the imposition of clerical celibacy in a specific time and place and the
resulting social tension and conflict.

No longer able to tie manliness to marriage and procreation, priests were instructed to embrace virile
chastity, to become manly celibates who continually warred with the desires of the body. Reformers passed
legislation to eradicate clerical marriages and prevent clerical sons from inheriting their fathers' benefices. In
response, some married clerics authored tracts to uphold their customs of marriage and defend the right of a
priest's son to assume clerical office. This resistance eventually waned, as clerical celibacy became the
standard for the priesthood.

By the thirteenth century, ecclesiastical reformers had further tightened the standard of priestly masculinity
by barring other typically masculine behaviors and comportment: gambling, tavern-frequenting, scurrilous
speech, and brawling. Charting the progression of the new model of religious masculinity for the priesthood,
Jennifer Thibodeaux illustrates this radical alteration and concludes not only that clerical celibacy was a
hotly contested movement in high medieval England and Normandy, but that this movement created a new
model of manliness for the medieval clergy.
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Editorial Review

Review

"We have known for a long time that the compulsory celibacy of priests was not universally approved in all
times and all places. Thibodeaux shows exactly how contested this structure was by turning to one area of
Europe (the Anglo-Norman realms) where documents survive for various levels at which the battle played
out. This is a clear contribution to a growing area of interest within medieval, religious, and gender history
that addresses a transitional period in the history of the western church."—Derek Neal, Nipissing University

"An important and convincing book—Thibodeaux adds to the literature on clerical marriage and clerical
celibacy by firmly and consistently moving the issue of masculinity to the center. Indeed, she considers the
model of clerical masculinity an important cause of the drive for clerical celibacy."—Hugh M. Thomas,
University of Miami

About the Author
Jennifer D. Thibodeaux is Associate Professor of History at the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater. She is
the editor of Negotiating Clerical Identities: Priests, Monks and Masculinity in the Middle Ages.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sheilah Harvey:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that The Manly Priest:
Clerical Celibacy, Masculinity, and Reform in England and Normandy, 1066-1300 (The Middle Ages Series)
book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Joyce Burke:

The ability that you get from The Manly Priest: Clerical Celibacy, Masculinity, and Reform in England and
Normandy, 1066-1300 (The Middle Ages Series) may be the more deep you rooting the information that
hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
understand but The Manly Priest: Clerical Celibacy, Masculinity, and Reform in England and Normandy,
1066-1300 (The Middle Ages Series) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this book is



well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy
to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you
for having this kind of The Manly Priest: Clerical Celibacy, Masculinity, and Reform in England and
Normandy, 1066-1300 (The Middle Ages Series) instantly.

William Bottoms:

This The Manly Priest: Clerical Celibacy, Masculinity, and Reform in England and Normandy, 1066-1300
(The Middle Ages Series) are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why.
The key reason why of this The Manly Priest: Clerical Celibacy, Masculinity, and Reform in England and
Normandy, 1066-1300 (The Middle Ages Series) can be among the great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock
your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Manly Priest: Clerical Celibacy, Masculinity, and
Reform in England and Normandy, 1066-1300 (The Middle Ages Series) forcing you to have an enormous
of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Rebbecca Farley:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is The Manly Priest: Clerical Celibacy, Masculinity, and Reform in England and
Normandy, 1066-1300 (The Middle Ages Series) this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition
of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that
writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this
book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.
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