
The Liminal Worker: An Ethnography of
Work, Unemployment and Precariousness in
Contemporary Greece (Urban Anthropology)

By Manos Spyridakis

The Liminal Worker: An Ethnography of Work, Unemployment and
Precariousness in Contemporary Greece (Urban Anthropology) By Manos
Spyridakis

The Liminal Worker examines the experience of work, employment,
employment insecurity and precariousness in a context of high unemployment
and welfare state crisis in modern Greece. A theoretically-informed,
anthropological exploration of the notion of work in contemporary western
society and its relation to processes of political decision making, this book
challenges the mainstream conception of work as an economic or purely
productive activity, presenting a comparative analysis of work as a social
phenomenon. Drawing on original empirical research, it explores the key themes
of the transformation, experience, meaning and narrative of work and its relation
to attendant social policies. A unique examination of the complicated experience
of work and labour relations within power systems, institutions and
organisations, as well as the reactions and survival strategies of ordinary actors
facing precariousness in their daily existence, The Liminal Worker elaborates
upon the notion of the anthropology of work and investigates the connection
between ethnographic data (and its critical analysis) and the formation of policy.
As such, it will be of interest to anthropologists, sociologists, policy makers and
geographers concerned with questions of work, labour relations and policy
formation.
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theoretically-informed, anthropological exploration of the notion of work in contemporary western society
and its relation to processes of political decision making, this book challenges the mainstream conception of
work as an economic or purely productive activity, presenting a comparative analysis of work as a social
phenomenon. Drawing on original empirical research, it explores the key themes of the transformation,
experience, meaning and narrative of work and its relation to attendant social policies. A unique examination
of the complicated experience of work and labour relations within power systems, institutions and
organisations, as well as the reactions and survival strategies of ordinary actors facing precariousness in their
daily existence, The Liminal Worker elaborates upon the notion of the anthropology of work and investigates
the connection between ethnographic data (and its critical analysis) and the formation of policy. As such, it
will be of interest to anthropologists, sociologists, policy makers and geographers concerned with questions
of work, labour relations and policy formation.
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Editorial Review

Review
Manos Spyridakis's ethnography unravels the perplexities of globalization as Greek workers in banking,
shipbuilding and tobacco industries struggle to make their livings in the unknowable spaces between steady
work and under-, partial-, informal and unemployment. It is a must for anyone interested in economics,
globalization, politics or people in today's world and required reading for courses on globalization.'Paul
Durrenberger. Emeritus, Universities of Iowa and Penn State, USA'The Liminal Worker shows how
governments embracing market ideology are blinded to the lives of their citizens. Using extensive field
research, it shows how making labour "flexible" makes people's lives fragile, upending their plans, their
families and their sense of who they thought they were: conscientious and industrious people seeking to lead
decent lives.'James Carrier, Oxford Brookes University, UK

About the Author
Manos Spyridakis is Assistant Professor of the Social Anthropology of Labour Relations in the Department
of Social and Educational Policy at the University of the Peloponnese, Greece.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Gutierrez:

The book The Liminal Worker: An Ethnography of Work, Unemployment and Precariousness in
Contemporary Greece (Urban Anthropology) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Liminal
Worker: An Ethnography of Work, Unemployment and Precariousness in Contemporary Greece (Urban
Anthropology) to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase
your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a reserve
The Liminal Worker: An Ethnography of Work, Unemployment and Precariousness in Contemporary Greece
(Urban Anthropology). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other
folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Rene Moore:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Liminal Worker: An
Ethnography of Work, Unemployment and Precariousness in Contemporary Greece (Urban Anthropology) is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
need in this era.



Terry Tatum:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Liminal Worker: An
Ethnography of Work, Unemployment and Precariousness in Contemporary Greece (Urban Anthropology) is
simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include
much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Nancy Royals:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Liminal Worker: An Ethnography of
Work, Unemployment and Precariousness in Contemporary Greece (Urban Anthropology) which is finding
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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