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Femininity in the form of the donna-crisi, or “crisis-woman,” was a fixture of
fascist propaganda in the early 1930s. A uniquely Italian representation of the
modern woman, she was cosmopolitan, dangerously thin, and childless, the
antithesis of the fascist feminine ideal – the flashpoint for a range of anxieties
that included everything from the changing social roles of urban women to the
slippage of stable racial boundaries between the Italian nation and its colonies.

Using a rich assortment of scientific, medical, and popular literature, Natasha V.
Chang’s The Crisis-Woman examines the donna-crisi’s position within the
gendered body politics of fascist Italy. Challenging analyses of the era which
treat modern and transgressive women as points of resistance to fascist power,
Chang argues that the crisis-woman was an object of negativity within a
gendered narrative of fascist modernity that pitted a sterile and decadent
modernity against a healthy and fertile fascist one.
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Femininity in the form of the donna-crisi, or “crisis-woman,” was a fixture of fascist propaganda in the early
1930s. A uniquely Italian representation of the modern woman, she was cosmopolitan, dangerously thin, and
childless, the antithesis of the fascist feminine ideal – the flashpoint for a range of anxieties that included
everything from the changing social roles of urban women to the slippage of stable racial boundaries
between the Italian nation and its colonies.

Using a rich assortment of scientific, medical, and popular literature, Natasha V. Chang’s The Crisis-Woman
examines the donna-crisi’s position within the gendered body politics of fascist Italy. Challenging analyses
of the era which treat modern and transgressive women as points of resistance to fascist power, Chang argues
that the crisis-woman was an object of negativity within a gendered narrative of fascist modernity that pitted
a sterile and decadent modernity against a healthy and fertile fascist one.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘This book should appeal to anyone interested in the fascist period, and not only to literary critics. Historians
of Italy and of fashion, as well as feminist scholars, to name a few, will find much to learn in Chang’s
engaging and well-written monograph.’

(Cristina Mazzoni Annali D’Italianistica vol 35:2016)

Review
“The Crisis-Woman is a welcome and multi-layered picture of a subtle dynamic between power and
resistance on the role of women under the fascist regime. It comes as an important contribution to the
growing scholarship on Italian fascism.” (Eugenia Paulicelli, Professor of Italian, Comparative Literature,
and Women’s Studies, Queens College, City University of New York)

“Chang has picked up on one of those fascinating phrases, ‘crisis-woman,’ which has circulated in the
absence of any definition, much less research, captured its usage in the periodicals of the time, and pinned
down practically all of its meanings to the fascist regime.” (Victoria de Grazia, Moore Collegiate Professor
of History, Columbia University)

About the Author
Natasha V. Chang is a visiting assistant professor in the Department of Comparative Literature and the
Dean of Brainerd Commons at Middlebury College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sandra Yunker:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet
and the resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Crisis-Woman: Body Politics
and the Modern Woman in Fascist Italy (Toronto Italian Studies) book as this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you
know.

Randal Revilla:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative.



When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this The Crisis-Woman: Body Politics and the Modern Woman in Fascist Italy (Toronto Italian Studies),
you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a guide.

Ryan Dewitt:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Crisis-Woman: Body Politics
and the Modern Woman in Fascist Italy (Toronto Italian Studies) book written by well-known writer who
really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written
inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still doubt The Crisis-Woman: Body Politics and the Modern Woman in Fascist Italy
(Toronto Italian Studies) as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve
that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!?
Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth
sense.

Jacquelynn Laverty:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Crisis-Woman: Body Politics and the
Modern Woman in Fascist Italy (Toronto Italian Studies) was colourful and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book The Crisis-Woman: Body Politics and the Modern Woman in Fascist Italy
(Toronto Italian Studies) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be
make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading that will.
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