
Respectably Queer: Diversity Culture in
LGBT Activist Organizations

By Jane Ward

Respectably Queer: Diversity Culture in LGBT Activist Organizations By
Jane Ward

For three years the author did participant-observation at three nationally
prominent queer organizations in Los Angeles-Christopher Street West, which
produces L.A.'s queer pride festival; the Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian Center, a
37-year-old multi-site organization; and Bienestar, an HIV services organization
for gay Latinos. Ward documents the evolution of these organizations, including
class and race conflicts within them, but she especially focuses on the misuses of
diversity culture.

Respectably Queer reveals how neoliberal ideas about difference are becoming
embedded in the daily life of a progressive movement and producing frequent
conflicts over the meaning of "diversity." The author shows how queer activists
are learning from the corporate model to leverage their differences to compete
with other non-profit groups, enhance their public reputation or moral standing,
and establish their diversity-related expertise. Ward argues that this
instrumentalization of diversity has increased the demand for predictable and
easily measurable forms of difference, a trend at odds with queer resistance.

Ward traces the standoff between the respectable world of "diversity awareness"
and the often vulgar, sexualized, and historically unprofessional world of queer
pride festivals. She spotlights dissenting voices in a queer organization where
diversity has become synonymous with tedious and superficial workplace
training. And she shows how activists fight back when prevailing diversity
discourses-the ones that "diverse" people are compelled to use in order to receive
funding-simply don't fit.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sheila Carter:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Respectably Queer: Diversity Culture in
LGBT Activist Organizations. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Gwendolyn Smith:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer could be Respectably Queer: Diversity Culture in LGBT Activist Organizations
why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

Adam Perlman:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more
time to be read. Respectably Queer: Diversity Culture in LGBT Activist Organizations can be your answer
because it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Carolyn Scott:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Respectably Queer: Diversity Culture in LGBT
Activist Organizations was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Respectably Queer: Diversity Culture in LGBT Activist Organizations has many kinds or style. Start from
kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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