
Groundless Paths: The Prajnaparamita
Sutras, The Ornament of Clear Realization,
and Its Commentaries in the Tibetan Nyingma
Tradition (Tsadra)

By Karl Brunnholzl

Groundless Paths: The Prajnaparamita Sutras, The Ornament of Clear
Realization, and Its Commentaries in the Tibetan Nyingma Tradition
(Tsadra) By Karl Brunnholzl

The Abhisamayalamkara summarizes all the topics in the vast body of the
prajñaparamita sutras. Resembling a zip-file, it comes to life only through its
Indian and Tibetan commentaries. Together, these texts not only discuss the
"hidden meaning" of the prajñaparamita sutras—the paths and bhumis of
sravakas, pratyekabuddhas, and bodhisattvas—but also serve as contemplative
manuals for the explicit topic of these sutras—emptiness—and how it is to be
understood on the progressive levels of realization of bodhisattvas. Thus these
texts describe what happens in the mind of a bodhisattva who meditates on
emptiness, making it a living experience from the beginner's stage up through
buddhahood.

Groundless Paths contains the first in-depth study of the Abhisamayalamkara
(the text studied most extensively in higher Tibetan Buddhist education) and its
commentaries from the perspective of the Nyingma School of Tibetan Buddhism.
This study consists mainly of translations of Maitreya's famous text and two
commentaries on it by Patrul Rinpoche. These are supplemented by three short
texts on the paths and bhumis by the same author, as well as extensive excerpts
from commentaries by six other Nyingma masters, including Mipham Rinpoche.
Thus this book helps close a long-standing gap in the modern scholarship on the
prajñaparamita sutras and the literature on paths and bhumis in mahayana
Buddhism.

Arya Maitreya's Ornament of Clear Realization, with its Indian and Tibetan
commentaries, presents the complex dynamics of the path to liberation as a
succession of realizations of the empty nature of all phenomena. This
presentation is a powerful antidote to whatever two-dimensional views we might
hold about spiritual experience and the journey to enlightenment.
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Groundless Paths contains the first in-depth study of the Abhisamayalamkara (the text studied most
extensively in higher Tibetan Buddhist education) and its commentaries from the perspective of the Nyingma
School of Tibetan Buddhism. This study consists mainly of translations of Maitreya's famous text and two
commentaries on it by Patrul Rinpoche. These are supplemented by three short texts on the paths and bhumis
by the same author, as well as extensive excerpts from commentaries by six other Nyingma masters,
including Mipham Rinpoche. Thus this book helps close a long-standing gap in the modern scholarship on
the prajñaparamita sutras and the literature on paths and bhumis in mahayana Buddhism.

Arya Maitreya's Ornament of Clear Realization, with its Indian and Tibetan commentaries, presents the
complex dynamics of the path to liberation as a succession of realizations of the empty nature of all
phenomena. This presentation is a powerful antidote to whatever two-dimensional views we might hold
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Editorial Review

Review
"Groundless Paths completes Karl Brunnhölzl's brilliant three-volume study of Tibetan commentaries on the
Ornament of Clear Realization. In this volume, the great nineteenth-century master Patrul Rinpoche adds a
Nyingma perspective to the Kagyü viewpoints found in Gone Beyond. Altogether, this collection is a
marvelous resource for scholars and practitioners who wish to understand the depth and breadth of the
Buddhist path."—Andy Karr, author of Contemplating Reality

"Groundless Paths contains Dza Patrul Rinpoche's brilliant commentaries on the Abhisamayalamkara,
masterfully translated and annotated by Karl Brunnhölzl. This third volume completes the presentation of the
major Kagyü and Nyingma works on the prajñaparamita literature in English for the first time."—Elizabeth
Callahan, translator of The Treasury of Knowledge: Book Six, Part Three

From the Back Cover
The Abhisamayalamkara summarizes all the topics in the vast body of the prajñaparamita sutras. Resembling
a zip-file, it only comes to life through its Indian and Tibetan commentaries. Together, these texts not only
discuss the "hidden meaning" of the prajñaparamita sutras—the paths and bhumis of sravakas,
pratyekabuddhas, and bodhisattvas, but also serve as contemplative manuals for the explicit topic of these
sutras—emptiness—and how it is to be understood on the progressive levels of realization of bodhisattvas.
Thus, these texts describe what happens in the mind of a bodhisattva who meditates on emptiness, making it
a living experience from the beginner's stage up through buddhahood.

Groundless Paths contains the first in-depth study of the Abhisamayalamkara (the text studied most
extensively in higher Tibetan Buddhist education) and its commentaries from the perspective of the Nyingma
School of Tibetan Buddhism. This study consists mainly of translations of Maitreya's famous text and two
commentaries on it by Patrul Rinpoche. These are supplemented by three short texts on the paths and bhumis
by the same author as well as extensive excerpts from commentaries by six other Nyingma masters,
including Mipham Rinpoche. Thus, this book helps close a long-standing gap in the modern scholarship on
the prajñaparamita sutras and the literature on paths and bhumis in mahayana Buddhism.

About the Author
Karl Brunnhölzl, MD, was trained as a physician and also studied Tibetology. He received his systematic
training in Tibetan language and Buddhist philosophy and practice at the Marpa Institute for Translators,
founded by Khenpo Tsultrim Gyamtso Rinpoche. Since 1989 he has been a translator and interpreter from
Tibetan and English. He is presently involved with the Nitartha Institute as a teacher and translator.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amber Weitz:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even



knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your
needs but the problems coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Groundless
Paths: The Prajnaparamita Sutras, The Ornament of Clear Realization, and Its Commentaries in the Tibetan
Nyingma Tradition (Tsadra) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Ben Papenfuss:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Groundless Paths: The Prajnaparamita Sutras, The
Ornament of Clear Realization, and Its Commentaries in the Tibetan Nyingma Tradition (Tsadra) as your
daily resource information.

Billie Sneed:

This Groundless Paths: The Prajnaparamita Sutras, The Ornament of Clear Realization, and Its
Commentaries in the Tibetan Nyingma Tradition (Tsadra) is great book for you because the content that is
full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having Groundless Paths: The Prajnaparamita Sutras, The Ornament of Clear Realization, and Its
Commentaries in the Tibetan Nyingma Tradition (Tsadra) in your hand like having the world in your arm,
details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen
minute right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy
do you still doubt which?

Helen Noyola:

This Groundless Paths: The Prajnaparamita Sutras, The Ornament of Clear Realization, and Its
Commentaries in the Tibetan Nyingma Tradition (Tsadra) is new way for you who has curiosity to look for
some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Groundless Paths: The
Prajnaparamita Sutras, The Ornament of Clear Realization, and Its Commentaries in the Tibetan Nyingma
Tradition (Tsadra) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this specific book
is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean
in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is
the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with
knowledge.
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