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Daniel Johnston only ever dreamt of two things: he wanted to be a rock star and
he wanted to be a famous artist. Amazingly enough, he succeeded at both. Today
he is an acclaimed indie music star whose charmingly twisted songs have been
covered by the likes of Beck, Yo La Tengo, and TV on The Radio. His artwork
appears in galleries throughout the world and was featured in the 2006 Whitney
Biennial. Johnston’s pen and colored marker drawings contain a range of
characters, some benign or heroic, and others quite disturbing. In his complex
world, good battles evil attended to by an assortment of playful characters.
Johnston’s world is also informed by his conservative Christian upbringing, and
filled with depictions of biblical vengeance and salvation. Looking at his work,
we are reminded of Heironymous Bosch as much as DC Comics. Daniel
Johnston contains over 150 full color illustrations, many taken from the artist’s
private archives and never seen before. There is also commentary and analysis by
the Walker Art Center’s Philippe Vergne, alt-rock luminary Jad Fair, and
underground comic legend, Harvey Pekar. "I see him as an artist on the periphery
of the art world, but not an outsider artist . . . It’s impressive when you see the
consistency of the work."—Philippe Vergne
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Editorial Review

Review
"...at once gag cartoon and surrealist exercise, the picture leaves an unpronounced residue of sorrow,
poignant and deeply, wonderfully weird." ~Bookforum

"Rizzoli releases Daniel Johnston, the first collection of visual works from one of the most misunderstood
and enigmatic musicians of out time." ~Black Book

"The mini-essays from Jad Fair and Harvey Pekar are a nice touch." ~Vice Magazine

"The long overdue Daniel Johnston (Rizzoli) will be an eye-opener to anyone who only knows the Texan’s
off-kilter pop music." ~The San Antonio Current

"But his art is finally getting its due–and the coffee table book treatment–with the aptly titled Daniel
Johnston." ~Nylon

"...The new monograph Daniel Johnston sets out to rectify that....The handsome book features essays from
Dia Art Foundation director Philippe Vergne and Half Japanese singer/guitarist Jad Fair, as well as a slack-
jawed appreciation by Harvey Pekar." ~Mens.style.com

About the Author
Philippe Vergne, newly appointed director of the DIA Art Foundation, was formerly chief curator and
associate director of the Walker Art Center and co-curated the 2006 Whitney Biennial, in which Johnston's
work was included. Jad Fair is an alt-rock elder statesman who led the influential band, Half-Japanese. He is
also a respected visual artist in his own right. Harvey Pekar is author of the influential underground comic
book series, American Splendor.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Toni Styer:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Daniel Johnston book as this book offers
you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you know.

James Nadler:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Daniel Johnston
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled
Daniel Johnstonis a single of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in



the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This
book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of
the world on this book.

Nancy Figaro:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Daniel Johnston can be the reply,
oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Troy Kemp:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This reserve Daniel Johnston was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern
era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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