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How far would you go to save your family? In John D. MacDonald’s iconic
masterwork of suspense, the inspiration for not one but two Hollywood hits, a
mild-mannered family is tormented by an obsessed criminal—and with the
authorities powerless to protect them, they must take the law into their own
hands.
 
Introduction by Dean Koontz
 
Sam Bowden has it all: a successful law career, a devoted wife, and three
children. But a terrifying figure from Bowden’s past looms in the shadows,
waiting to shatter his pristine existence.
 
Fourteen years ago, Bowden’s testimony put Max Cady behind bars. Ever since,
the convicted rapist has been nursing a grudge into an unrelenting passion for
revenge. Cady has been counting the days until he is set free, desperate to destroy
the man he blames for all his troubles. Now that time has come.
 
Praise for Cape Fear
 
“The best of [John D. MacDonald’s stand-alone] novels . . . an acute
psychological study of base instinct, terror, mistakes, and raw emotion.”—Lee
Child
 
“A powerful and frightening story.”—The New York Times
 
“Terrific suspense.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer
 
Originally published as The Executioners
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How far would you go to save your family? In John D. MacDonald’s iconic masterwork of suspense, the
inspiration for not one but two Hollywood hits, a mild-mannered family is tormented by an obsessed
criminal—and with the authorities powerless to protect them, they must take the law into their own hands.
 
Introduction by Dean Koontz
 
Sam Bowden has it all: a successful law career, a devoted wife, and three children. But a terrifying figure
from Bowden’s past looms in the shadows, waiting to shatter his pristine existence.
 
Fourteen years ago, Bowden’s testimony put Max Cady behind bars. Ever since, the convicted rapist has
been nursing a grudge into an unrelenting passion for revenge. Cady has been counting the days until he is
set free, desperate to destroy the man he blames for all his troubles. Now that time has come.
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Editorial Review

Review
Praise for John D. MacDonald
 
“The great entertainer of our age, and a mesmerizing storyteller.”—Stephen King
 
“My favorite novelist of all time . . . All I ever wanted was to touch readers as powerfully as John D.
MacDonald touched me. No price could be placed on the enormous pleasure that his books have given me.
He captured the mood and the spirit of his times more accurately, more hauntingly, than any ‘literature’
writer—yet managed always to tell a thunderingly good, intensely suspenseful tale.”—Dean Koontz
 
“To diggers a thousand years from now, the works of John D. MacDonald would be a treasure on the order
of the tomb of Tutankhamen.”—Kurt Vonnegut
 
“A master storyteller, a masterful suspense writer . . . John D. MacDonald is a shining example for all of us
in the field. Talk about the best.”—Mary Higgins Clark
 
“The consummate pro, a master storyteller and witty observer . . . John D. MacDonald created a staggering
quantity of wonderful books, each rich with characterization, suspense, and an almost intoxicating sense of
place.”—Jonathan Kellerman
 
“There’s only one thing as good as reading a John D. MacDonald novel: reading it again. A writer way ahead
of his time, he is the all-time master of the American mystery novel.”—John Saul

From the Inside Flap
An insane criminal threatens to destroy a family, and the police are powerless to protect them.
For fourteen years convicted rapist Max Cady nursed his hatred for Sam Bowden into an insane passion for
revenge. He lived only for the day he would be free -- free to track down and destroy the man who had put
him behind bars.
Murder was merciful compared to what Cady had in mind -- and what Cady had in mind was Bowden's
innocent and lovely teenaged daughter . . . .
"A powerful and frightening story." -- The New York Times

About the Author
John D. MacDonald was an American novelist and short-story writer. His works include the Travis McGee
series and the novel The Executioners, which was adapted into the film Cape Fear. In 1962 MacDonald was
named a Grand Master of the Mystery Writers of America; in 1980, he won a National Book Award. In print
he delighted in smashing the bad guys, deflating the pompous, and exposing the venal. In life, he was a truly
empathetic man; his friends, family, and colleagues found him to be loyal, generous, and practical. In
business, he was fastidiously ethical. About being a writer, he once expressed with gleeful astonishment,
“They pay me to do this! They don’t realize, I would pay them.” He spent the later part of his life in Florida
with his wife and son. He died in 1986.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Norman Brown:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Cape Fear: A
Novel? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional
opinion?

David McGowan:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Cape Fear: A Novel as your daily resource
information.

Jan Dixon:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent all day every day to reading a e-book. The book Cape Fear: A Novel it is quite good to read. There
are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you
did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to
read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Susan Gaier:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read
is usually Cape Fear: A Novel.
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