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Bursting with life and a rough joyfulness, Black Mamba Boy is debut novelist
Nadifa Mohamed's vibrant, moving celebration of her family's own history.

Yemen, 1935. Jama is a half-feral child scavenging with his friends in the dusty
streets of a great seaport. For Jama, life is a carnival, at least when he can fill his
belly. When his mother dies young, she leaves him only an amulet stuffed with
one hundred rupees. Jama decides to spend her life's meager savings to search for
his missing father, rumored to be a driver for the British in the north. So begins
Jama's extraordinary journey of more than a thousand miles to Egypt. He slings
himself from one perilous city to another, fiercely enjoying life on the road and
relying on his vast clan network to shelter him and point the way to his father,
who always seems just out of reach. In his travels, Jama will witness scenes of
great humanity and brutality; he will be caught up in the indifferent, grinding
machine of war; he will crisscross the Red Sea in search of working papers and a
ship.
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Bursting with life and a rough joyfulness, Black Mamba Boy is debut novelist Nadifa Mohamed's vibrant,
moving celebration of her family's own history.

Yemen, 1935. Jama is a half-feral child scavenging with his friends in the dusty streets of a great seaport. For
Jama, life is a carnival, at least when he can fill his belly. When his mother dies young, she leaves him only
an amulet stuffed with one hundred rupees. Jama decides to spend her life's meager savings to search for his
missing father, rumored to be a driver for the British in the north. So begins Jama's extraordinary journey of
more than a thousand miles to Egypt. He slings himself from one perilous city to another, fiercely enjoying
life on the road and relying on his vast clan network to shelter him and point the way to his father, who
always seems just out of reach. In his travels, Jama will witness scenes of great humanity and brutality; he
will be caught up in the indifferent, grinding machine of war; he will crisscross the Red Sea in search of
working papers and a ship.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Mohamed's beautifully rendered debut, inspired by her father's life, opens in 1935 Aden, Yemen, where 11-
year-old Jama and his mother subsist in precarious destitution: Jama spending his days on the streets with
other "market boys" while his mother works long hours for little pay at a coffee factory. When his mother
dies, Jama briefly returns to his family's home in Hargeisa before running away to search for his long-absent
father, who he believes is in Sudan. His quest leads Jama into Italian-controlled Eritrea, where he joins
Mussolini's Fascists in exchange for food and shelter, and Mohamed delivers graphic descriptions of the
horrifically savage treatment the African askaris received at the hands of the Italians. After the Italians are
deposed, Jama settles for a few years into village life, before his wanderings take him to Egypt. Jama is a
charming protagonist whose peregrinations--assisted by clansmen, kind strangers, and ghostly visitations--
are directed more by historical and biographical significance than by the demands of plot. Mohamed vividly
recreates the complex atmosphere of the era, and her personal investment in the story gives it a passionate
edge.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Set on the rough streets of Yemen in 1935, Black Mamba Boy tells a slice of history that seems all too
modern. When Jama and his mother are abandoned by his father, they move to Yemen to try and make a new
life. Rejected by the relatives they live with, Jama spends most of his days on the street. When his mother
dies young, she leaves him with 100 rupees, which he decides to spend searching for his father. His journey
takes him over 1,000 miles. Like other heartbreaking tales of child abuse and abandonment, Black Mamba
Boy can be hard to take at times. But this debut novel is worth reading through to the end. --Marta Segal
Block

Review
An accomplished first novel. --Independent

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willie Blackburn:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Black Mamba Boy: A Novel. You can choose the best
book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book
Black Mamba Boy: A Novel. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign
or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that.
In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use
it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Doris McNeal:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or info even

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Black Mamba Boy: A
Novel is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want
and want in this era.

Andrew Thompson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Black Mamba Boy: A Novel, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Judith Smith:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Black Mamba Boy: A Novel
which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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