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Douglas Little explores the stormy American relationship with the Middle East
from World War II through the war in Iraq, focusing particularly on the complex
and often inconsistent attitudes and interests that helped put the United States on
a collision course with radical Islam early in the new millennium. After
documenting the persistence of "orientalist" stereotypes in American popular
culture, Little examines oil, Israel, and other aspects of U.S. policy. He concludes
that a peculiar blend of arrogance and ignorance has led American officials to
overestimate their ability to shape events in the Middle East from 1945 through
the present day, and that it has been a driving force behind the Iraq war. For this
updated third edition, Little covers events through 2007, including a new chapter
on the Bush Doctrine, demonstrating that in many important ways, George W.
Bush's Middle Eastern policies mark a sharp break with the past.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In contrast to many post-September 11 studies, which seek to satisfy the demand for instant analysis, Little's
fascinating book is based on extensive and long-range research into the history of U.S.-Mideastern relations.
Informative and well balanced, this work of diplomatic and political history raises provocative questions
about that history that shed an intriguing light not only on the events of September 11 but on the past 60
years of American encounters with the Middle East. Little's overarching theme is the complex and
sometimes inconsistent attitudes and interests that determined U.S. policy in the region. The author contends
that American political activity has been hampered by profound cultural misunderstanding, resulting in
unforeseen and unintended negative consequences. In eight invigorating chapters, Clark University historian
Little (Malevolent Neutrality) focuses on the implications of oil, the persistence of racial and cultural
stereotypes (whether anti-Semitic or anti-Islamic) and the importance of Israel in American foreign policy.
After reviewing all the major episodes, he poses the important question of whether wealth and power have
provided America with the moral authority necessary to control the Middle East. Little's own assessment is
not entirely positive. His text is highly accessible, yet offers serious and careful analysis. At a time when the
U.S. is possibly on the verge of a major military intervention in Iraq, this stimulating book is highly
recommended.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Little provides literary flair, both in his references to fiction and in his own writing style. . . . A solid
collection of essays dealing with multiple facets of U.S. relations with the Middle East and offers a bold and
simple thesis about American attitudes toward the region."
-- "Journal of Cold War Studies"

A study of revolutions, Middle East-style. . . . It is remarkable how much of the inside story [Little] has been
able to obtain.
&#151"Times Literary Supplement"

This is a commendable work to all concerned with the Middle East.
&#151"Virginia Quarterly Review"

Seldom has a book been more timely or essential than Douglas Little's essays on American policy in the
Middle East.
&#151"Journal of American History"

Doug Little has produced not just a distinguished study, but perhaps the best book yet on the United States
and the Middle East.
&#151Robert J. McMahon, University of Florida

Review
A wonderfully rich and well-written narrative of American involvement in the Middle East since 1945. . . .
[Readers] will ultimately find [Little's] account of American misperceptions of the Middle East and Islam
convincing and will recognize that 'they don't hate us' for being benevolent and democratic and fair; rather,
those that do 'hate us,' do so for decades of policies promoting exploitation of cheap oil (often through covert



intervention) and Soviet containment rather than Arab-Muslim development, as well as American support for
a strong Jewish state, all at the expense of everyday Arabs and Muslims.--The Review of Politics

An invaluable and ironic account of the misperceptions as well as the reality of the American presence in the
Middle East, and an indispensable companion for understanding the dilemmas facing the U.S. in the region.-
-Wm. Roger Louis, University of Texas

This is a commendable work to all concerned with the Middle East.--Virginia Quarterly Review

Little's book is a valuable contribution to scholarly literature on U.S. involvement in the Middle East. . . .
General readers will appreciate its lively prose, broad narrative sweep, and freedom from academic jargon. . .
. An impressive achievement.--Reviews in American History

Little's detailed and well-documented chapters are very much in the manner of Twain, offering an ironic
description of American thought and action regarding the Middle East. Not a bad thing, that.--Foreign
Affairs

"What emerges clearly from [Little's account] is how little Washington understood the consequences of
foisting its cold war obsessions upon a region with other things on its mind. . . . [An] entertainingly written
series of essays.--The Nation

Seldom has a book been more timely or essential than Douglas Little's essays on American policy in the
Middle East. . . . Little offers some refreshing clarity. He has combined broad reading and research with
sober judgment to help readers understand the pattern of American Middle East policy.--Journal of American
History

The timing of this book could not be better--it deals directly and effectively with American misconceptions
about the Middle East, how they originated, and how they are linked to other attitudes. . . . An excellent
resource for both professional and general readers. . . . A first-rate book, persuasively written, on a very
important subject. . . . Essential.--Choice

Little provides literary flair, both in his references to fiction and in his own writing style. . . . A solid
collection of essays dealing with multiple facets of U.S. relations with the Middle East and offers a bold and



simple thesis about American attitudes toward the region.--Journal of Cold War Studies

A study of revolutions, Middle East-style. . . . It is remarkable how much of the inside story [Little] has been
able to obtain. . . . Little's vigorously argued, thematic account is sound. . . . [This book is] aimed at
attracting a wide readership, which [it] certainly deserves. . . . The book deals in an illuminating way with
modernization and Westernization . . . and, equally, with the reaction in the Middle East against one or the
other, or both.--Times Literary Supplement

Informative and well balanced, this work of diplomatic and political history raises provocative questions . . .
that shed an intriguing light not only on the events of September 11 but on the past 60 years of American
encounters with the Middle East.--Publishers Weekly

Douglas Little's American Orientalism is a superb analysis of the U.S. experience in the Middle East since
1945. It examines major issues such as culture and Orientalism, nationalism and revolution, economic
development and national security, military and covert interventionism, and U.S. relations with various
Middle East powers. Both insightful and entertaining, this book will appeal to specialists and non-specialists
alike.--Peter L. Hahn, Ohio State University

A marvelous achievement. This is a highly readable, briskly paced, and exceptionally well-written, well-
researched, and shrewdly analyzed account of U.S. relations with the Middle East over the past sixty years.
Doug Little has produced not just a distinguished study, but perhaps the best book yet on the United States
and the Middle East.--Robert J. McMahon, University of Florida

An excellent resource for students of the Middle East.--H-Levant

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ida Resler:

The knowledge that you get from American Orientalism: The United States and the Middle East since 1945
will be the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but American Orientalism: The United States
and the Middle East since 1945 giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain
way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular American
Orientalism: The United States and the Middle East since 1945 instantly.



Fred Nelson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled
American Orientalism: The United States and the Middle East since 1945 the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get previous to. The American Orientalism: The United States and the Middle East since
1945 giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts
for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Steven Miller:

This American Orientalism: The United States and the Middle East since 1945 is brand-new way for you
who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
American Orientalism: The United States and the Middle East since 1945 can be the light food for yourself
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself
in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in
e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.

Jeff Keenan:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the
top record in your reading list is definitely American Orientalism: The United States and the Middle East
since 1945. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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